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When millionaire industrialist Tony Stark, inventor extraordinaire, garbs himself in solar-charged 
steel-mesh armor he becomes the world's greatest human fighting machine... 
МЫ THE INVINCI URON IM ANN 

Sel THE INVINCIBLE D d 

THE PREADED DEADLINE DOOM HAS BROKEN UP OUR STORYLINE PAR, MRE THAN IT SHOULD, 


BUT WERE BACK ON TRACK NOW, AND WE'RE GONNA SEE OUR STORY ON TO ITS SMASHING 
CLIMAX! ONWARD! 


"538" MADNESS! 


DE Geer SUPER. LAIN 


MORE DETAILS AS WE ç 
2, < TRANG: 

GO ALONG! Jg А ADVENTURE HE'S 
EVER HAD--/ 


STORY: MIKE FRIEDRICH 
(WITH APOLOGIES TO POUL 


ANDERSON AND BELATED 
THANKS TO STEVE € 
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IN FACT, THIS ALREADY HAS 


BEEN SHELLHEAD'S MOST 
BIZARRE BATTLE, 


S AND APPEARED TO HAVE 
WON, ONLY 70 DISCOVER HE 
HAD BATTLED A RO807-- 


--/4// EXPLOSIVE 


AUTOMOTON 
DEADLY 70 THE 
MANDARIN / ж 


CH 
*/RON MAN m 72-- MARV. 
LS 


--FOR, TWISTS WITHIN 
TWISTS, "I, M," TURNED 
OUT TO BE Å THINKER- 


MEANWHILE, THE 
REAL IRON MAN 
SUBDUED THE MAD 
THINKER AND HIS 


IRON MAN TRIED 70 BLAST 
THRU THE CLAW'S MANY 
DEFENSES 

SHORTLY 
AFTERWARD: 


COMBAT! 


CREATIONS *-- 


ім” 


--MUCH 70 THE 
VICTORIOUS 


{T BEGAN WHEN 
THE MANDARIN 
ENGAGED THE 
YELLOW CLAW 
IN DEATH'S-END 
COMBAT -- 


THEN THE SUPER- VILLAIN WAR 

SHIFTED! AFTER DEFEATING 
THE DEATH SQUAD, IRON MAN 
FOUND HIMSELF CONTROLLED 
BY THE THINKER, WHO SENT 
SHELLHEAD AGAINST 
MODOK / жж 


MODOK TURNED 
THE TABLES AND 
TOOK CONTROL 
OF IRON MAN 
|| H/MSELF--OR 50 
Å HE TWOUGHT-- 


~-ANP FINALLY THE 
YELLOW CLAW, ONCE 
AGAIN, IN DIRECT 


ONLY... THESE 
UPON-EACH-O 
BATTLES LEFT 7 
GOLDEN AVENGER 
EXHAUSTED-- 


YELLOW CLAWS 
CHAGRIN! * 


ALL FORA а AND THIS DESPITE THE FIREBRANOD /S YOUNG, 
--А SPHERE OF MYSTERIOUS, EVER- QUICK TO GRAB 
ETTA | OPPORTINITIES-~ 


EVEN IF THEY'RE NOT 
700 CLOSELY EXAMINED 
AT FIRST! 


AN 


" WM 
ALMOST DESPERATE, IT 
SEEMED, FOR Å CHAMPION m “WHY NOT, y 
IN HIS CREATED WAR, THE LLL TAKE IT, 
LAMA AWARDED THE GLOBE HE 5А/2-- 
72 FIREBRAND... 


4 --AND SUDDENLY --FOLLOWED CLOSELY BEHIND BY THE 
FOUND HIMSELF BLACK LAMA -- em 
THRUST INTO 
THIS INTER- 
DIMENSIONAL 
SPACE-- 


MEANWHILE, (RON MAN M e HE LEAPT INTO THE 
RECOVERED ENOUGH FROM Т RAPIOLY CLOSING 
FIREBRANO'S ATTACK TO DIMENSIONAL WARE 

/ \ 


) OBLIVIOUS TO HIS 


S OWN BATTLE- ф, 
| WEARINES: Ta 
Å MØ Å 


SEE THE TWO OF. ( 


JUST STARTING! READ 


ENS Ц и 4 ~ CAREFULLY, ‘CAUSE А 
KNOWING THAT ROXIE G/LBERT, FIRE- Lor s Por BE 
BRAND'S S/STER, WOULD NEVER FORGIVE PACKED INTO JUST A 
SHELLHEAD IF HE DIDN'T ATTEMPT 70 SAVE e FEW WORDS-- 

HIS HOT-HEADED FOE... > 


THE NORTH AMERICAN CONTINENT, INSTEAD OF Å FEW 
THIS 5 EARTH, || HUGE NATIONS, CONTAINS RATHER DOZENS OF INDEPEN- 
GE г E DENT MINI- STATES, or A MULTITUDE OF SOCIAL 
H AND POLITICAL ғо er = 
THIS IS THE KINGDOM OF 
GRAND RAPIDS, Å BRITISH- 


J d 3 STYLE MONARCHY. TODAY THE 


-- FLANKED BY HER 
ROYAL ADVISORS, BARON 
AND BARONESS ROCKLER. 


NOVA SCOTIA AWAITS, AS 
DOES THE PRIM, TRADITION- N 
ALLY- GARBED EM/SSARY 
FROM THE BOSTON REPUBLIC 
AND A NUMBER OF OTHER 


VISITORS FROM NEAR AND || / | 
el BUT THE PRINCESS MIND IS ELSEWHERE, . 
FOR REASONS TO BE REVEALED SHORTLY-- 


--FOR NOW, THE COURTLY 
RITUAL 18 MOST IMPROPERLY OF MINNESOTA BE MAKING 
GOOD HIS BOAST 70 қ 


ATTACK US? 
å 
PERHAPS--/ 


A MAN LEAPS 
FROM THE 
SPHERE! 


WHEREVER 


( "HERE" /5/ 
x 
\ " 


BUT IT /S, BARON! МУ 
FATHER, KING JERALD, 
HAS RETURNED -- 


OH, WO! 
THAT CHANGES 
EVERYTHING! 


JUST AS I WAS 

EFFECTIVELY MAKING I'LL HAVE 

THE PRINCESS MY {d TO TAKE THE 

PUPPET, THE KING KINGDOM & 
RETURNS! 


Y 

FORCE, THEN ! 

ASK THE BLACK LAMA, BUDDY-- 
HE BROUGHT ME HERE! 3 


FORTUNATELY 
THE GUARDS 
ARE LOYAL 


ж/е. 
BOTH, 


BEING MERELY THE R/CHEST MAN 
IN THE KINGDOM WASN'T ENOUGH 
FOR YOU, EH, ROCKLER ? 


HEAVEN KNOWS BUT I DO 

WHAT THE SCAM RECOGNIZE 
IS HERE-- AN ATTACK 
š WHEN ІТ 

HAPPENS-- 


P you BOZOS 
| WHO COMES 
AFTER 


KING'S INVADERS! 
KILL HIM! p 


K r HAVE NO IDEA 


WHAT'S GOING 
OW HERE-- 


2 2 Z ж, к | | 
PN sk WM 
№ -- BUT IT LOOKS LIKE 
FIREBRAND AND I F 
ARE UNDER ATTACK! 2 
ө NT | 
М 


e \ 

ч ШЕ, / 
MY REPULSOR RAYS 
MIGHT GIVE US A 
MOMENT'S DEFENSE! 


i 


Å 


I NEVER THOUGHT I'D - 
SEE THE DAY ID BE 22 
FIGHTING ALONGSIDE N 


YOU, FIREBRAND-- 


UNTIL I FIND 
OUT WHAT'S 
HAPPENING! 


We" YOU AND YOUR 
Ў HAIR-SPLITTING 
MORALITY! 


ERTAINLY 
AREN'T! 


YOU NEVER CHANGE-- ALL 
COMPASSION FOR “OPPRESSED 


HEY-- YOU'RE à 
PEOPLES" UNTIL SOMEBODY 


SHATTERING , 
THEM! е 
` DISAGREES WITH YOU-- THEN 
4 You TRY TO K/LL THEM! g 


SS J 


WHAT'D YOU 
THINK T'O 
DO--PLAY 

RING-AROUND 


AS USUAL! 


LESS DEADLY WAY TO 
TOP THEIR ATTACK! 


( N 
YAPPERING 
AT Mi 


Eee 


--THEY'VE 
PULLED 
ИР SOME 


£5 HESITATE! 
KEEP FIRING WITH 
SMALL-ARMS 
WEAPONS UNTIL 
OUR DEVASTATOR 
BUILDS UP ITS 
CHARGE / 


SURROUNDED ! 
WHAT TODO E 
WHERETOGO ?" 


WE'RE IN TROUBLE! L'VE 
HAD NEARLY ALL MY 
POWERS DRA/NED IN 
MY PREVIOUS BATTLES 
AND-- 


LOOK--! А 
HIDDEN DOOR-- 
OPENING IN THE 

WALL! 


WE'VE GOT A WELL 
TIMED FRIEND/ 


THERE'SA 
PASSAGEWAY 
BACK HERE-- 


--= AND THE DOOR'S 
CLOSED SO QUICKLY, 

NOBODY COULD 

FOLLOW US! 


THAT MAY BE ALL 
TO THE GOOD, BUT 
WE'VE 57/22 NO 
IDEA WHERE WE ARE 
NOW-- OR WHO JUST 
HELPED US! 


YES-- THE 
BLACK 

LAMA 15 

WITH You! 


WAIT-- YOU'RE 
THE PRINCESS 
HERE, AREN'T 

YOU? THEN-- 


OUT OF ONE DEATH-TRAP-- 
AND INTO ANOTHER / 


ET 
La 8 


Å 


ARAN 


жшше WHAT-?: 


MADSTARK: 
"HESCRAZYCRAZY! 
IDONTTRUSTHIM! 
IDONTTRUSTHIM I 


TAKE THAT AGAIN, 
MISTER-- BECAUSE 
I DON'T THINK I 
HEARD YOU RIGHT. 


YOU ACTUALLY EXPECT 
THAT WE'LL SUDDENLY 
FORGET EVERYTHING 
YOU DID BY CLA! MING 

INSANITY $ 


POPS, AFTER BRINGING ME HERE 
AND JUST ABOUT GETTING ME 4 
KILLED, I. AIN'T 
GONNA BELIEVE 
ANYTHING 
you SAY! 


JUST PRAY THAT 
YOUR L/FE AND 
FIRE INSURANCE 


IT'S NO CLA/M, IRON 
MAN. BUT IT ALSO 
MAKES LITTLE 
DIFFERENCE. 


I NEED YOUR 
SERVICES, AND І 
AM MORE THAN 


^. WILLING TO РАХ 


YOU CAN \ 
LEAVE HERE 
VERY_RICH 
MEN. 


HOLD YOUR 
TONGUE, 
FIREBRAND. 
ALL CAN BE 
EXPLAINED. 


FE NOT TO YOUR 
SATISFACTION, 
AT LEAST THE 
EXPLANATION 
WILL BE THE 
TRUTHS 


FOR, YOU SEE, I HAVE WOT 
BEEN IN CONTROL OF MYSELF, 
IN FACT, MY MIND HAD BEEN 

CORRUPTED- CHANGED-- 

PRACTIALLY DESTROYED. 


TWO INDEPENDENT MINDS 
CONSIDER THE OFFER. 


HMMM. NOW HE'S TALKING! 

MAYBE THIS GEEZER /5 y— 

WORTH SOMETHING y— | 
AFTER ALL! 


I CERTAINLY 
DON'T NEED 
MONEY-- TONY 
| STARK HAS 
А, ENOUGH TO 
LAST F/VE 
vi КИРӘ: 


JUST HEAR 
| ME OUT-- , 


“USING THIS INVENTION, I 
О YOUR WORLD, AND 


A MEDITATOR. 


“7 WAS INFECTED, AND IT WAS 
ONLY Å MATTER OF TIME 
BEFORE ALL OF EARTA 
WOULD FOLLOW, BUT MY 
MADNESS WAS SUCH THAT I 
WOULD NOT RETURN To MY 
WORLD, AND SO I DECIDED 
70 FIND A SUBSTITUTE TO 
RETURN IN MY PLACE. 


“Z NEEDED SOMEONE WITH A 
STRONG WILL-70- RULE, 
WITH AN ABILITY 70 
ADAPT TO THE CHANGING 
WORLOS. I NEEDED 
SOMEONE WITH, AS YOU 
HAVE PUT IT-- SOMEONE 
WITH SUPER ABILITIES. 


“wey, I EVEN FOUND SOME- 
ONE TO SUBSTITUTE FOR MY 
DAUGHTER AN ACQUAINTANCE 
OF YOURS, I BELIEVE, 

/RON MAN. 


I HAD DEVISEP THIS MAD 
CONTEST-- THIS INSANE 
VILLAIN - WAR, AND BY THE 


UNABLE TO BREAK FREE-- 
TIME IT WAS ті) I DIDN'T 


FROM MYSELF. 


BUT THEN I RETURNED 
| ТОМУ WORLD-- AND MY 
SANITY, OR WHAT'S LEFT 
> OF IT--RETURNED. 


-- JUST TO 


HEAR AN 
APOLOGY? 


7 
AND THEN | 
y r KNOW you Ñ 


SAY, YOU COULD SAY | You COULD SORRY, FRIEND, BUT гм Y 
ALMOST ANYTHING | OFFER SOME NOT ABOUT TO LET You. À Y 
THAT WOULD BE ш OF THAT Be" ` \ 


BETTER THAN _ KINGDOM 
"г/м SORRY" ARES YOU WERE 


Ç SQUARKING 
E». > ABOUT 
JUST 


BEFORE. 


IGAUSE, 
FRANKLY 


po» PEETER BAS 

TEINE | IN THIS, TIN- HEAD. 
BARON'S | IDO WHAT I, 

Базан WANT TO DO: 


7 YOU WERE 
/ EXHAUSTED 


FULL 


Nett 


Le = WHILE I MAKE A TOUR OF Y WILL YOU BEALL Ý 
y | MY К/МСРОМ-ТО-ВЕ / RIGHT ? I THOUGHT Й 
SOMEHOW, В = HE HAD АТАС 


TIN- HEAD, 


I DON'T i Б 9 
QUITE THINK FI | 9: WEAK-- 


NO ITILL TAKE 
YOU'RE UP 

/ E TIME TO 
TO SNUFF | В: ) RECHARGE 


MYSELF -- 


--BUT I'M FAR 
FROM DEAD--AS 
FIREBRAND'LL 

SOON LEARN. 


WITH /7:S POWER- 
SOURCES BEHIND 
ME, IT'LL BE 
EASY FOR ME 

= eg 

So IT'S | | KICK SOME 


NOW TIME ESTABLISHMENT BA ° 
FOR YOURS | 
TRULY TO ; A I DOUBT SOME OF 


4 BØ THAT, MY FRIEND -- 
MATIN Å Сы М | FOR THERE ARE 

Җ М” | TE TORPS | THINGS BEGINNING 

š тоо WEAK--CAN'T JÅ | THAT EVEN I DARE 
STOP--HiM. gi] | Nor SPEAK OF. 


WHAT IS THIS HIDDEN FEAR OF ý WHILE MY OAFISH HUSBAND 
THE KING'S 7 WELL JUST HAVE ARES INTO OPEN REVOLT == 
70 HANG OFF FROM THAT FOR Å к“ ез 


--AND THUS DRAWS 
= THE ATTENTION 
OF PALACE INTRIGUE... TO HIMSELF-- 


7 a в 
GUT EA ET PK --1 AM FREE TO MAKE MY OWN > 


EN THE 
2 eo SECRET PREFARATIONS TO 
en ыс OVERTHROW THE KING--AND THEN, 
ШІ MY DESPICABLE SPOUSE WILL 
DIE IN TURN! 


THIS KINGDOM WILL BE ЕЕ? IF I MIGHT EXPOUND, IT HAS BEEN 

MINE BEFORE THE С COMPETITION AMONGEST THE MANY 

MORROW, EH, LORD I | NATIONS THAT HAS CREATED OUR y 
PROFESSOR Ba ЕСЕ SCIENTIFIC DEVELOPMENT: 


— A 


TS 


CV SPARKS YOUR 
HOW CAN IT BE N = CREATIVE 
OTHERWISE, WITH JUICES, ЕН? 
YOU, OUR REALMS BUT You I KNOW YOU 
GREATEST MUSTN!T LEE LORD, 
INVENTOR, FORGET THE PROFESSOR 


LOYAL TOME? PET, 
Beier w o ж GREATER THAN OUR OW! 


Ж 
BARONESS! WORLD'S IN MANY WAYS /- MARV. 


AND WHICH 


| PERHAPS, LADY! BUT 
ENOUGH OF THEORY! 
Б‘ 


I HAVE LOCATED 
THE KING WITHOUT 


ALTHOUGH HIS NEW ALLY 15 Nl | 
AN UNKNOWN DEFENSE 
FACTOR, I BELIEVE THE 


7 
[no р Å King ACTIVATED! 


NUL- 4 
NUL-3 
— š 
= 
LORD 


[A 


THE BARON MUST KNOW OF THIS , zt 
T ү LOCATION AND HE'S ATTACKING: ? 
KRAVA ` Vë 


IRON MAN? 


2UM&A-BLACKED 
OUT FOR AN INSTANT 
THERE! 


CA 
С? 
IT GOT IN UNDER 
MY GUARD 


I'VE НАРА LITTLE 
TIME TO RECHARGE MY 
ENERGIES-- THOUGH I'M 

STILL DOG-TIRED! 


YET WHAT LITTLE 
POWER I DO HAVE SEEMS 
TO BE EFFECTIVE! 


I CAN'T AFFORD (| 
TO MAINTAIN 
I'LL HAVE TO 
T 


H 
ALL FULL 
FORCE! 


BUT I CAN ONLY 
Т 


DO IT ом 


WELL, THAT'S ONE 
PROBLEM SOLVED-- BUT 
I'M IN NO CONDITION TO 

HANDLE ANOTHER! 


L SUGGEST WE HEAD 
ELSEWHERE, SO THAT 
WE AREN'T SURPRISED 
AGAIN! 


ÅS THE TRIO HURRIES | YOU'VE EXPLAINED А LOT 
ТО Å MORE SECURE || ABOUT YOUR WORLD TO 
LOCATION == \ ME, KING JERALD-- Å 


QUESTION 
BOTHERING 


WARPING Mast? IG 
BEYOND Ol 
UNDERS TANDING; / 


WILL YOU 
STAY AND 
HELP ME 
SUPPRESS 


THIS 
REVOLT? 


HOW IS IT THAT You SAY 
YOU'VE BEEN GONE 
FROM HERE FORA 

COUPLE OF 
MONTHS-- 


-- BUT YOU'VE 
BEEN PRESENT 
ON MY WORLD 
FOR A COUPLE 
OF YEARS? 


BUT I STILL FEEL 

RESPONSIBLE TO BRING 

FIREBRAND BACK TO 
OUR OWN WORLD-- 


7” --АМО INSOFAR AS 


OUR INTERESTS 
MERGE, ILL 
HELP YOU! 


--EVERY MINUTE IRON MAN AND 
FIREBRAND STAY ON OUR WORLD, 
THE GREATER IS THE 
COSMIC IMBALANCE 
THAT THEY CAUSE, ASZ 
Q< BROUGHT ТО 
THEIR WORLD!) 


70 DESTROY 
EVERYTHING-- 
EM, 


SOCK IT TO 


SHELL: 


HEAD 


осо MARVEL COMICS GROUP, 575 MADISON AVE. МУС. 10022 о 


A NOTE OF EXPLANATION 


These last few months have been rather hectic here 
regarding IRON MAN. The Dread Deadline Doom finally 
caught up to ol' Shellhead and wouldn't you know it would 
come right smack in the middle of one of Iron Man's most 
acclaimed storylines? And not once, but twice: first our 
reprint story in IM #76, then the “untold tale" from 
off our shelf whcih we presented last issue. 

We've made a number of changes in order to get back 
on the mark. First, we've brought in Chic Stone to pencil 
the final two episodes in our Black Lama drama. Second, 
well...there's something really BIG about to happen to 
IRON MAN, starting with Å 81, which we'll announce іп 
full detail next month. If you think what's been happening 
lately is exciting, you aren't going to be-/ieve what's in 
store for you! 

Lastly, we're putting this letters page together rather 
early, so there aren't many letters in yet on #75. What 
follows are the best of the early batch. Next ish we hope 
to be able to bring you more, okay? 

ONWARD! 


Dear Len: 

Why, in the middle of a “war of the villains,” do | have 
the feeling that I’m merely reading a shadow of the real 
thing? 

Could it be that the ‘biggies’ such as Doc Doom, the 
Red Skull, and Doc Ock have been excluded? Or... 

Could it be that Arv's artwork is but a pale mimicry 
of ten other stylists? 

I think it's a combination of the two. 

However, given what he has, Mike is doing a fantastic 
job of plotting, even WITH these second-class villains. 
Not that the Thinker and Modok are slouches, but Victor 
Von Dooms they're not. If you think about it, both of 
them have pretty poor track records. But, as I said, even 
with these villains, Mike is presenting а very involved story, 
and I think it's because both baddies are in the same league. 
They're to be feared, but also, IM can handle them any 
given time, With IM weakened, however, both present 
great threats to him, and the battle scenes are thereby some 
of the best done in comics in a long time. Hey, whatever 
happened to the days of evenly-matched foes slam-banging 
it out for ten pages? Wherever they've gone, at least there 
is a revival of them in this mag. For this, Mike deserves a 
medal of honor. 

The mastermind of this whole meshugina, the Black 
Lama, is by tar the most fascinating of all the inherent 


villains. His origins and powers are a mystery, and | hope 
it remains so. Let's have a surprise for a change, and let 
this whole thing conclude without any information given out 
about him; maybe in a year or two, he will try a new scheme. 
It would probably be more intriguing than tying up all 
the loose ends with the end of the War. 

I realize this is a short letter, but aside from the great 
fight scenes, there wasn't much else to comment on. ‘Till 
next time, keep plugging, and MAKE MINE MARVEL. 

Dean Mullaney 
81 Delaware St. 
Staten Is., М.Ү, 10304 


Dear Shellheads: 

IRON MAN #75 was different... from 474, that is. I read 
it and thought, "Gee, they must have changed artists.” 
But (error of errors) it was the same Arvell M. Jones. 

Yet speaking of errors, you guys did a little bumbling 
of your own. F'rinstance, on page 2, panel 1, you almost 
drew Modok's hand, definitely not worth a NO-PRIZE, 
though I have a couple of other goodies that may be worth 
one. On page 11, panel 1, balloon 2, you spelled “damage” 
as "danage." Also on page 16, panel 1, balloon 2, you 
spelled “possess” as "posses." Then you may have excuses, 
50000... 


MAKE MINE MARVEL! (Nuclear) Nate Waterman 


Bear River, Oigby County 
Nova Scotia, Canada 


Marvel: 

Do you guys ever set yourself straight? How can you go 
from a completely dreadful issue like 474 into such a wonder- 
ful issue like #75? | realize you guys run into problems and 
things, but can't you keep at least consistent excellence? 
It's much more steady that way. 

"Slave to the Power Impervious" was a great story and 
Modok is at his merciless best. Mike Friedrich writes one 
heck of a script and Arvell M. Jones can illustrate one heck 
of a comic, but what happened with Chic Stone? His inking 
was unsatisfactory to my standards, and you'd do best to 
bring back Dick Ayers. 

The whole android idea is a good one and I'm glad to see 
these kinds of Shellhead stories. The last two pages of the 
story were great,with Iron Man busting out all over in fine 
form. 

Bring in Black Lama a bit deeper and I'll be wholly satis- 


ied d E. 
fied with Iron Man's developmen Chris Amott 


6 Herrick St. 
Winchester, MA 01890 


